


Field Manager 
Bureau of Land Management Farmington Field Office 
6251 College Boulevard, Suite A 
Farmington, New Mexico 87402
Re: Public Comment on Draft Environmental Assessment — Proposed Reconsideration of Public Land Order No. 7923, Greater Chaco Landscape
SECTION 1. WHO I AM AND MY CONNECTION TO THIS LAND
My name is ____________________________________[YOUR FULL PRINTED NAME]. I am a member of the Pueblo of _____________________________________[YOUR PUEBLO(s)]. I am submitting these comments as a member of a Pueblo community with deep ancestral, cultural, and continuing ties to the Greater Chaco Landscape.
My personal connection to this landscape is this: 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
[Describe in your own words your connection to Chaco and the surrounding land. You may include any of the following that are true for you: my ancestors came from this region / my family has traveled to these places for generations / I was taught about this land by my elders / I visit these places as part of my cultural and spiritual practice / my clan, society, or religious responsibilities connect me to this landscape / I gather plants, medicines, or other resources in this region / the stories I was raised with speak of this land].
I am asking the Bureau of Land Management to take my comments seriously and to include them fully in the administrative record for this decision.
SECTION 2. THE GREATER CHACO LANDSCAPE IS A LIVING CULTURAL LANDSCAPE
Chaco Canyon and the lands around it are not just an archaeological site. They are a living, interconnected cultural landscape. My ancestors built this place, traveled through it, farmed it, and maintained relationships with it that continue in my community today. The landscape itself — the mesas, the washes, the springs, the shrines, the roads, the places where plants and animals live — is part of who we are.
What this landscape means to me and my community: 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 [Describe in your own words. You may say any of the following that fit your experience: my elders have told me that our people come from this region / our teachings describe this land as alive and as still being connected to our ancestors / our ceremonial calendar and cultural practices include this landscape / I have visited places in this region and felt a clear presence of our ancestors / the songs, prayers, or stories of my community speak of this land / my community still uses this landscape in ways that connect the past and the present].
Public Land Order No. 7923 was put in place because the federal government recognized — after many years of consultation with our Pueblos, other Tribes, and the public — that this landscape deserved protection as a whole, not just as scattered sites. That recognition remains correct today. Nothing has changed about why this land is sacred. What may be changing is only the willingness of the federal government to keep its commitments.
SECTION 3. THE ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT DOES NOT FULLY ANALYZE THE IMPACTS OF THIS ACTION
I am concerned that the Draft Environmental Assessment does not fully consider the environmental and cultural impacts that would result from changing or removing the protections of Public Land Order No. 7923. The federal government has a legal duty to take a "hard look" at these impacts. Based on my own knowledge and experience of this landscape, I do not believe the Draft Environmental Assessment has done so.
The following are things that I know about this land, or have observed, that I believe the Draft Environmental Assessment has not fully addressed. Please add any that you personally know or have observed. You do not need to fill in every category. Even one or two specific observations are valuable.
Water: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
[Describe what you know or have observed about water in this region — for example, springs or seeps your family has known, washes or drainages you have seen change over time, water sources you or your community rely on or have relied on, concerns about pollution or depletion of water in this area]
Plants, foods, and medicines:
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ [Describe any plants, foods, or medicines that you, your family, or your community gather or have gathered in this region — for example, specific plants used in ceremony, medicinal plants, traditional foods, or any changes in where or how those plants can be found]
Wildlife: 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ [Describe any animals, birds, or other wildlife you have observed in this area, especially those with cultural, subsistence, or spiritual significance to your community — for example, deer, elk, eagles, hawks, or others]
Cultural and sacred places: 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ [You do not need to name or locate specific sacred places. You may say generally: there are places in this landscape that have deep spiritual significance to my community / my community knows of places in this area that are not on any federal map / the landscape itself is sacred, not just the places already listed in federal records]
Air, health, and community impacts: 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ [Describe any concerns about truck traffic, noise, air pollution, dust, night skies, odors, or other impacts on communities near the Chaco region, or concerns about the health of people who live near existing oil and gas development]
Impacts on my family, community, and future generations: 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ [Describe what would be lost for you, your children, or your grandchildren if this area is opened to new oil, gas, or mineral development]
The Draft Environmental Assessment cannot be considered adequate if it does not take account of knowledge like this. I ask that the Bureau of Land Management include these observations in the record and genuinely consider them.
SECTION 4. THE CUMULATIVE IMPACTS ON THIS LANDSCAPE HAVE NOT BEEN HONESTLY CONSIDERED
The Greater Chaco region has already experienced decades of oil and gas development. The wells, roads, compressor stations, pipelines, and heavy traffic that have been added to this landscape over the years are already causing harm. The question now is not whether a single new well will have an impact. The question is what this landscape will look like after the protections are removed and this development continues and expands.
What I have seen change in this region over time: 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ [Describe in your own words any changes you have noticed. Examples you may use if they are true for you: when I was younger the night sky in this area was much darker / I can no longer find plants in places where my family used to gather them / the roads are busier and the traffic is heavier than I remember / the air has a different smell or quality than it used to / I have heard elders describe how this land has changed during their lifetimes / I have seen springs or water sources that are weaker or gone].
Any environmental review must honestly consider the combined effect of past, present, and reasonably expected future development on this landscape. I do not believe the Draft Environmental Assessment does this. A serious analysis would show that this landscape has already absorbed more than its share of harm.
SECTION 5. THIS ACTION IS SIGNIFICANT ENOUGH TO REQUIRE A FULL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT
The proposed action would remove or weaken federal protection for a landscape of more than 336,000 acres surrounding Chaco Culture National Historical Park. That protection was put in place for a twenty-year period, based on years of study, tribal consultation, and federal analysis. An action that reverses that kind of decision is not a minor administrative step. It is a significant federal action.
For this reason, I believe the Bureau of Land Management is legally required to prepare a full Environmental Impact Statement, not only an Environmental Assessment. The impacts of this action on water, air, wildlife, cultural landscapes, tribal sovereignty, public health, and future generations are direct, indirect, cumulative, and long-lasting. They involve a landscape of unique cultural and historical value. They are highly controversial, as the volume and nature of public comment and tribal opposition will show. They set a precedent for how the federal government treats other sacred landscapes. Each of these factors, on its own, supports the need for an Environmental Impact Statement. Together, they make the need clear.
Why I believe this action deserves the most serious level of review:
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________[Add your own reasons in a sentence or two. You may say any of the following that fit your view: this landscape is too important to be treated as a routine land-use decision / the damage from oil and gas development near Chaco cannot be undone once it happens / my community has already seen what this kind of development does to land, water, and health / the federal government took years to decide this landscape should be protected and should take that protection just as seriously now].
SECTION 6. THE PUBLIC COMMENT PROCESS HAS NOT GIVEN THE PUBLIC FAIR TIME TO RESPOND
The time the public has been given to review and comment on this Draft Environmental Assessment is too short. A [insert actual length once announced] comment period is not enough time for ordinary people — especially members of tribal communities, elders, and people without reliable internet access — to read the agency's analysis, gather their thoughts, and respond in a meaningful way.
The protection of this landscape under Public Land Order No. 7923 was the result of years of federal work and tribal consultation. It is not reasonable to expect the public to respond to a possible reversal of that protection in a matter of days.
My personal experience with this comment process: 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ [Add your own words, if you wish. You may describe any of the following if they are true for you: I do not have reliable internet access at home / I learned about the comment period very late / I had to travel or ask someone for help to submit this comment / English is not my first language / the Draft Environmental Assessment is long and difficult to review on short notice / I would have liked more time to speak with elders, leaders, or others in my community before commenting].
I ask the Bureau of Land Management to extend the public comment period and to ensure that communities most affected by this decision have a real chance to participate.
SECTION 8. I SUPPORT THE NO ACTION ALTERNATIVE — PRESERVE PUBLIC LAND ORDER NO. 7923
I urge the Bureau of Land Management to select the No Action Alternative. Public Land Order No. 7923 should be kept in place, in full, without narrowing and without revocation.
Public Land Order No. 7923 protects a living cultural landscape that cannot be replaced. It is the product of years of work, consultation, and careful federal decision-making. The reasons for the protection have not gone away. The cultural, spiritual, environmental, and community values at stake are just as important today as they were when the withdrawal was put in place.
I oppose any alternative that would revoke, narrow, shrink, or weaken the protections of Public Land Order No. 7923. Once this landscape is damaged by new oil, gas, or mineral development, that damage cannot be undone. The risk is too great and the harm would fall on communities, waters, cultural places, and future generations that deserve better.
Why I support keeping these protections in place: 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ [Add your own words. You may say any of the following that fit your view: I want my children and grandchildren to be able to visit this land and know it as I have known it / my community has fought for this protection for many years and it must be maintained / this land holds the stories of my ancestors and cannot be replaced / my elders taught me that we are responsible for this place and that responsibility does not end].
SECTION 9. CLOSING
I am submitting these comments because I believe I have a responsibility — to my ancestors, to my community, and to the generations to come — to speak up for this land. Our teachings tell us that we are caretakers, not owners, of the places that have been passed down to us. That responsibility does not end when a federal agency opens a short comment period. It continues.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
[Add a short closing statement in your own voice if you wish. For example: I ask the Bureau of Land Management to honor its obligations to tribal nations and to the people who depend on this landscape / I hope those who read this comment will understand that this is not an abstract land-use question — it is about places that are alive and that matter / I will continue to speak up for the protection of the Greater Chaco Landscape for as long as it takes].
I ask that this comment be included in the full administrative record for this proceeding and that the Bureau of Land Management respond to the concerns raised here.
Respectfully submitted,

Signature: _______________________________________________________
Printed name: ___________________________________________________
Address (optional): _______________________________________________
Email (optional): _________________________________________________




